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Martin Heidegger, a prominent philosopher of the twentieth century, advanced a distinctive
perspective through his theory of ontology (Ontologie), according to which the concept of
Being (Sein) constitutes the fundamental dimension of human existence. Heidegger places
particular emphasis on the concept and conceives the human being (Dasein) as an entity that
dwells within an existential world. Within Heideggerian ontology, all phenomena are to be
understood through the lens of Being itself. Although Heidegger did not directly address
questions of public law, the application of his ontological approach has significant
implications for the concept of social responsibility within the philosophy of public law. The
present study seeks to answer the following question: how may Heidegger’s ontological
approach be appraised in the context of the necessity of social responsibility within the
philosophy of public law? Accordingly, the study aims at both an explication and a critique
of this approach. Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, the study demonstrates
that Heidegger understands the human being as an entity existing within the world while
simultaneously perceiving itself as independent from that world. However, the human being
may not be conceived merely as an isolated and autonomous individual without due
consideration of the social and cultural factors that shape personal identity. The study
concludes that Heidegger’s emphasis on individuality and being may lead to forms of
isolationism and neglect of social responsibilities. A dogmatic application of Heideggerian
ontology within the framework of public law philosophy ultimately risks producing human
alienation and estrangement from the social sphere.
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Extended Abstract

This study seeks to reappraise the Heidegger’s ontological approach, as one of the most
influential schools of contemporary philosophy, in explicating and grounding the
concept of the necessity of social responsibility within the realm of the philosophy of
public law. Social responsibility, particularly in the public and legal domains,
encompasses the obligations and commitments assumed by institutions, governments,
and citizens toward one another in pursuit of the common good and justice. The central
question of this study is whether Heidegger’s fundamental ontology, founded on
concepts such as Human Being (Dasein), Being-in-the-World (In-der-Welt-sein), Care
(Sorge), and Existence (Existenz), is capable of providing a viable and reliable
philosophical foundation for the obligatory Character (Sollen) of social responsibility.
Alternatively, does Heidegger’s approach, through its emphasis on authentic
individuality, the historicity of understanding, and critique of modernity, ultimately
foster forms of relativism or the absence of objective normative criteria, thereby
weakening the possibility of justifying universal obligations within public law? The
study endeavors to demonstrate how particular readings of Heideggerian ontology may
open new horizons for understanding responsibility as an intrinsic dimension of human
existence, while simultaneously revealing, through critical examination, the limitations
of this approach in furnishing a normative framework for public law. The study recruits
a descriptive-analytical method. In the first stage, through reference to Heidegger’s
principal works, particularly Being and Time, as well as authoritative interpretations
thereof, the key components of his ontological approach are extracted and explicated.
Particular emphasis is placed on concepts potentially related to responsibility: care as
the fundamental structure of Dasein; conscience (Gewissen) as the call toward
authenticity; the Other within the framework of Being-with (Mitsein); and the concept
of historicity (Geschichtlichkeit). Subsequently, through philosophical inference and
comparative analysis, these ontological concepts are situated within the discourse of
public law philosophy. The study concerns the manner in which such existential
concepts may be translated into the oughtness or normative necessity of fulfilling social
responsibilities. At the critical stage, employing both internal critique and comparison
with counterpart paradigms, such as natural law philosophy, Kantian ethics, and social
contract theory, the shortcomings of Heidegger’s approach in responding to the universal
and normative demands of public law are examined. These critiques primarily revolve
around historical relativism, the absence of objective criteria for determining the
substance of responsibility, and ambiguity concerning the status of the Other. The final
conclusions are reached through a synthesis of these findings and the formulation of a
balanced evaluative framework. An examination of Heidegger’s works demonstrates
that, although his ontological approach does not directly address public law or social
responsibility, it nevertheless contains profound themes capable of productive
reinterpretation. First, responsibility may be understood as the authentic realization of
Dasein. From Heidegger’s perspective, the human being is not a fixed substance but
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rather a possibility that must actualize itself. The fundamental structure of this existence
is care (Sorge). Social responsibility may therefore be interpreted as the authentic and
social expression of care; namely, a mode of Being in which Dasein assumes concern
both for itself and for the shared world it inhabits. Conscience, understood as the silent
call toward authenticity, summons the individual to accept responsibility for his or her
own existence and authentic choice. This conception may provide an internal existential
basis for responsibility. Second, Heidegger’s notion of being-in-the-world establishes
responsibility as ontologically inherent. Human existence is already situated in-the-
world, and this world is fundamentally a shared and given world. Social responsibility
thus arises from humanity’s intrinsic interconnectedness with others through Being-with
(Mitsein) and through its embeddedness within a shared world. Human beings are
already situated within networks of relations and commitments that precede explicit
reflection. Public law, as the institutionalization of these relations, may therefore be
understood as rooted in this existential structure. Third, Heidegger’s emphasis on
historicity suggests the fluidity and contextuality of responsibility. The concrete content
of social responsibilities, such as environmental rights or distributive justice, is neither
fixed nor eternal, but acquires meaning within particular historical and cultural horizons.
This perspective liberates public law from rigid dogmatism and renders it dynamic and
interpretive in character. Nevertheless, serious critiques may be advanced against this
approach. The first criticism concerns the absence of an objective normative foundation.
Heidegger’s ontology is primarily descriptive rather than prescriptive. He does not
provide a transhistorical criterion for determining concepts such as justice or the good.
While the question “Why should one be responsible?” may receive an existential
response, the question “Toward whom and with what substantive content should one be
responsible?” remains unresolved within the normative indeterminacy of his philosophy.
This deficiency poses a substantial difficulty for public law, which necessarily depends
on generalizable and enforceable norms. The second criticism relates to the peril of
relativism. Heidegger’s insistence on historicity and interpretation may lead toward
historical relativism. If understandings of responsibility are entirely dependent on
historical context, it becomes difficult to defend universal human rights or common
environmental obligations. Heidegger offers no sufficiently clear pathway for
transcending historically contingent horizons. Third, Heidegger’s treatment of the
relation between self and Other remains ambiguous. Although he discusses Mitsein
(Being-with), his principal concern remains the authenticity of Dasein (human being).
The ethical relation to the Other as radically distinct, developed more fully in the
philosophy of Emmanuel Levinas, does not hold a central position in Heidegger’s
thought. Consequently, the foundation of responsibility toward wvulnerable or
marginalized others is insufficiently articulated within his system. Fourth, Heidegger’s
approach risks producing a form of depoliticization (withdrawal from the public sphere
or privatization of responsibility). His emphasis on authenticity and individual
existential decision, together with his radical critique of instrumental rationality and
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modern technology, may undermine the legitimacy of the institutional and rational
procedures of public law, including democratic legislation. Responsibility thereby risks
becoming reduced to a purely existential and individual matter detached from public
institutions and collective accountability. Martin Heidegger’s ontological approach
opens profound and innovative horizons for reflection on the necessity of social
responsibility within the philosophy of public law. Its emphasis on care as the structure
of human existence, being-in-the-world as the ontological condition of responsibility,
and historicity as an essential feature of understanding, releases public law from abstract
essentialism and grounds it within a more concrete and dynamic framework. This
perspective removes responsibility from a purely institutional or juridical sphere and
grants it existential depth. However, Heidegger’s approach alone is insufficient for
establishing a comprehensive normative framework for public law. The absence of
objective standards for determining the substance of responsibility, the threat of
historical relativism, and the failure to adequately articulate the ethical relation to the
Other constitute major weaknesses of this framework. Accordingly, Heideggerian
ontology should be understood less as a substitute for classical-philosophical theories of
public law, such as natural law or social contract theory, and more as a hermeneutic
enrichment of public-law philosophy to them. Heidegger’s philosophy may enrich legal
discourse by recalling the existential roots and conditions of possibility underlying
responsibility, yet the formulation of practical and universal principles of public law still
requires integration with normative frameworks capable of answering, with greater
clarity, the questions: “What ought to be done?” and “Why ought it to be done?”
Ultimately, the interplay between Heideggerian ontology and the philosophy of public
law, though fraught with conceptual risks, remains both indispensable and intellectually
illuminating.

Keywords: Ontology, Dasein, Social Responsibility, Philosophy of Public Law,
Historicity, Martin Heidegger, Being.
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