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Public Law constitutes the legal framework governing “governance” and possesses three
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characteristics: “regulatory,” “normative,” and “glocal.” The orderly regulation of social
relations requires an understanding of those relations, an understanding that cannot be
attained within disciplinary confines or through the study of legal norms alone. Legal
prescriptions and prohibitions are rooted, on the one hand, in the traditions of societies and,
on the other, are shaped in response to the exigencies of the modern age. Yet neither
“tradition” nor “modernity” can be adequately understood within the closed framework of a
single academic discipline. On this basis, a meaningful network of concepts and theories
management,” and “politics,” bringing the educational
fields associated with these disciplines into closer interaction and giving rise to
interdisciplinary governance studies. Accordingly, adopting an interdisciplinary approach
and employing comparative analysis, this study seeks to describe the educational
programmes of Harvard University, the University of Pennsylvania, and the University of
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emerges at the intersection of “law,

Oxford, representing the Ivy League and Oxbridge traditions, and to derive criteria for
comparatively explaining how governance studies are developed and delivered. The
findings indicate that an appropriate model for governance education rests on three
approaches. The first is an interdisciplinary approach, within which legislation is understood
from a social perspective and seeks to balance competing forces within society. The second
is a problem-oriented approach, within which theory is context-grounded and emerges from
evidence derived from society, taking shape in a social setting and in response to one or
more problems. The third is an empirical and evidence-based approach, in which
“governance studies” are founded upon a systematic understanding of “reality” and seek to
explain how law becomes socially embedded and how governance may operate effectively.
Keywords: Sociology of Law, Governance Studies, Interdisciplinary Studies, Social
Analysis of Law.
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Extended Abstract

In recent decades, the concept of governance has moved beyond the traditional
conception centred on the exercise of state authority and has evolved into a
multidimensional framework for understanding, regulating, and managing public affairs.
From this perspective, governance results from the interaction of the state, the legal
system, the market, civil society, and other public and private actors in the processes of
decision-making and implementation of public policy. This transformation has altered
the traditional boundaries between public law, political science, public administration,
and public policy and has demonstrated the need for interdisciplinary approaches to
education and research. Governance studies have therefore emerged as a distinct field
within higher education, aimed at educating managers, policymakers, and public leaders
capable of analysing and resolving complex governance problems. Despite this
development, governance education in many countries, including Iran, continues to be
provided within separate disciplines such as public law, political science, and public
administration. This epistemic fragmentation impedes the development of a
comprehensive perspective on governance problems and diminishes graduates’ capacity
for analysis and decision-making. Against this background, the present study seeks to
identify the theoretical, methodological, and educational foundations of governance
studies through a comparative examination of three internationally prominent
universities - Harvard University, the University of Pennsylvania, and the University of
Oxford - with a view to identifying common principles of governance education and
examining their potential application to the redesign of governance education within
Iran’s higher education system. This study adopts a qualitative approach and a
comparative-interpretive method. The units of analysis are the governance studies
educational programmes offered at the three selected universities. The comparison is not
confined to organisational structures or course titles; rather, it encompasses educational
philosophy, curriculum design, teaching methods, assessment methods, the relationship
between education and research, interaction between universities and governance
institutions, and the competencies expected of graduates. Research data were collected
through the analysis of documents, curricula, official university reports, and other
authoritative published sources. The data were analysed inductively so as to derive
common patterns of governance education from the empirical evidence. The findings
demonstrate that, despite organisational differences among the three universities,
education in governance studies is founded upon a number of shared principles. First,
interdisciplinarity constitutes the most important feature of these programmes. At all
three universities, public law, political science, public administration, economics,
sociology, and public policy are organised within an integrated framework, while law is
taught as one component of the governance system rather than merely as a body of
normative rules. Second, education is based on a problem-oriented approach.
Educational programmes are organised around real-world governance problems,
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including institutional reform, public policymaking, regulation, public leadership,
democratic participation, global governance, and sustainable development. Through
case studies, policy analysis, group work, and practical projects, students acquire
problem-solving skills. Third, reliance on empirical evidence constitutes a fundamental
feature of these programmes. Case studies, field research, policy evaluation, simulation
exercises, policy laboratories, and sustained interaction with public managers and public
institutions occupy a prominent place in the educational process, thereby linking
theoretical knowledge with practical experience. Fourth, education, research, and public
service are structurally and reciprocally connected within these universities. Research
centres, executive education programmes, cooperation with government, and the
involvement of faculty members with practical executive experience have enabled
universities to play an active role in governance processes and have ensured that
education remains responsive to the actual needs of governance systems. The findings
further indicate that the continued separation of public law, political science, public
administration, and public policy within Iran’s higher education system impedes the
development of comprehensive governance education and the training of specialists
capable of addressing complex problems of public administration. Accordingly, the
redesign of educational programmes should be based on the development of
interdisciplinary approaches, the strengthening of problem-oriented education, the
expansion of empirical research, greater use of case studies, systematic interaction
between universities and public institutions, and the enhancement of analytical and
policymaking skills. Overall, the future of governance education depends upon a
transition from traditional, discipline-centred models towards a system capable of
integrating legal, political, managerial, and social knowledge within a coherent,
practical, and evidence-based framework. Such a transformation would not only
improve the quality of higher education but could also contribute to strengthening
governance capacity, improving public policymaking, enhancing the effectiveness of

public institutions, and promoting governance under the rule of law in Iran.

Keywords: Governance Studies, Public Law, Interdisciplinary Education, Public
Policy, Public Administration, Comparative Higher Education, Evidence-Based
Governance, Comparative Governance.
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1. Multidisciplinary

2. www.fels.upenn.edu

3. Ivy League Universities (Brown Univrsity, Columbia University, Cornell University,
Dartmouth College, Harvard University, Univeristy of Pennsylvania, Princeton University, and
Yale University).
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1. Harvard University, Columbia University, Princeton University, Cornell University, Yale
University, Brown University, Dartmouth College And The University Of Pennsylvania.

2. https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/

3. Oxford and Cambridge Universities
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