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Abstract

The expansion of artificial intelligence has confronted the protection of human rights with
a new form of technological power: a form of power that does not necessarily operate
through overt coercion, but gradually affects individual and social life through data
collection, algorithmic prediction, ranking, recommender systems, content generation, and
automated decision-making. From this perspective, the central question addressed in this

Received:

study is how human dignity, privacy, equality, freedom of expression, access to information,
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and the right to work can be safeguarded against interventions that, although less visible,
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remain consequential. Adopting a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach, the
01/09/2026 study examines the Regulation (EU) 2024/1689 [EU Al Act] as an example of rights-based
Accepted: regulation while simultaneously revisiting the foundations of Imamiyya jurisprudence as a
16/09/2026 basis for assessing the legitimacy of artificial intelligence systems. The findings reveal
Published meaningful convergence between the Act’s risk-based logic and principles such as human
online: dignity, justice, the prohibition of illegitimate domination, protection against interference in
21/09/2026 private affairs, and the responsibility of the State to prevent harm. This convergence is

reflected in requirements relating to risk management, data quality, transparency, human
oversight, accountability, and the possibility of challenging decisions. Accordingly, the
protection of human rights in the age of artificial intelligence should not remain at the level
of declarations of values but must be translated into institutional obligations that are subject
to oversight and capable of effective enforcement. The study concludes that the legitimacy
of artificial intelligence governance is to be assessed not merely by reference to technical
efficiency or economic profitability, but by its capacity to safeguard the human person,
constrain algorithmic power, and ensure technological accountability.
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Extended Abstract

The expansion of artificial intelligence has confronted the protection of human rights
with a new form of technological power: one that does not necessarily operate through
overt coercion but gradually affects individual and social life through data collection,
algorithmic prediction, ranking, recommender systems, content generation, and
automated decision-making. Against this background, this study asks how human
dignity, privacy, equality, freedom of expression, access to information, and the right to
work can be safeguarded against such less visible yet consequential interventions. The
central issue is not merely one of efficiency, but rather the conditions under which data-
driven and model-driven decisions can be made compatible with privacy, equality,
freedom of expression, access to information, and the right to work. In this context, the
challenge of protecting human rights against the effects of artificial intelligence cannot
be addressed solely through ethical guidelines or fragmented technical rules.
Algorithmic intervention often affects the sphere of individual rights not through overt
coercion, but through data processing, ranking, recommender systems, prediction, and
automated decision-making. The fundamental question, therefore, is how a balance can
be struck between technological development, on the one hand, and the protection of
human dignity, justice, freedom, and legal certainty, on the other. Although Iranian
scholarship on the impact of artificial intelligence on human rights has expanded, a
significant proportion of the existing literature either provides a general account of
opportunities and risks or focuses on a particular right. Relatively few studies have
systematically examined the relationship between a contemporary legal regime and the
foundations of Imamiyya jurisprudence. The novelty of the study lies in the authors’
decision to place the relationship between the foundations of Imamiyya jurisprudence
and the Regulation (EU) 2024/1689 [EU Al Act] at the centre of the analysis, rather than
merely mapping general challenges or concentrating on a single right. The study
demonstrates how principles such as dignity, justice, the prohibition of illegitimate
domination, and the protection of personal integrity can be connected to emerging legal
requirements and, conversely, how artificial intelligence regulation may be interpreted
so as to provide effective protection for fundamental rights. This approach yields a
standard that is defensible from the perspective of Islamic jurisprudence while remaining
legally and operationally practiceable: a standard that moves human rights protection
beyond the mere declaration of values and renders it an institutional, monitorable, and
accountable undertaking. Employing a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach,
the study examines the EU Al Act as a model of rights-based regulation while
simultaneously revisiting the foundations of Imamiyya jurisprudence in order to assess
the legitimacy of artificial intelligence systems. Effective human rights protection is
defensible and persuasive only where it rests simultaneously on two foundations:
authentic jurisprudential principles and clear, traceable mechanisms under positive law.
The study therefore treats Imamiyya jurisprudence and the EU Al Act as two
complementary frameworks. The former centres on principles including human dignity,
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justice, the prohibition of illegitimate domination, and the protection of personal
integrity, while the latter translates such principles into operational obligations and
measurable enforcement mechanisms. The significance of bringing these frameworks
together lies in the fact that Imamiyya jurisprudence can provide a normative basis for
constraining technological power, whereas the EU Al Act, particularly through its rights-
based and risk-based approach, demonstrates how such principles may be translated into
institutional rules capable of supervision and enforcement. The findings indicate a
significant degree of convergence between the Act’s risk-based logic and principles such
as human dignity, justice, the prohibition of illegitimate domination, protection against
interference in private affairs, and the responsibility of the State to prevent harm. This
convergence is reflected in requirements concerning risk management, data quality,
transparency, human oversight, accountability, and the right to challenge decisions. The
findings further demonstrate that effective protection of human rights in the context of
artificial intelligence remains incomplete unless jurisprudential foundations are
connected with rules of positive law. Through its emphasis on human dignity, justice,
the prohibition of illegitimate domination, and protection of personal integrity,
Imamiyya jurisprudence provides a normative framework for limiting interference with
individual rights. The EU Al Act, by contrast, translates this framework into enforceable
requirements through its rights-based and risk-based approach. Thus, in the field of
privacy, the legitimacy of data processing depends upon the source of the data, the
purpose of processing, the scope of access, and accountability. With regard to equality,
combating discrimination requires mechanisms for controlling bias and providing
opportunities for correction. In relation to freedom of expression and access to
information, transparency and the prevention of misleading information assume
particular importance. As regards the right to work, decisions generated by intelligent
systems must be subject to oversight and capable of challenge. In the field of privacy, a
fundamental transformation has occurred: the concept has expanded from the traditional
understanding of “prohibiting intrusion into the private sphere” to the protection of an
individual’s “data identity.” In a data-driven world, the collection and analysis of
personal information can reconstruct a detailed profile of an individual’s personality and
circumstances, thereby demonstrating the need to constrain control over identity-related
data. By emphasizing the prohibition of encroachments upon human dignity and the
impermissibility of unjustified domination over private affairs, Imamiyya jurisprudence
provides a normative basis for such limitations. The EU Al Act, through its emphasis on
transparency, data governance, and oversight of high-risk applications, likewise
translates this value into a legal obligation. Accordingly, the legitimacy of data
processing is established through transparency concerning the origin of the data, the
purpose of processing, and accountability for its use. In the field of justice and non-
discrimination, the principal challenge lies in the data-driven nature of decision-making
processes. Justice in this context cannot be reduced to a mere declaration of equality; it
requires mechanisms capable of identifying and mitigating algorithmic bias. Within the
tradition of Islamic jurisprudence, the principle of “unity of legal characterization” and
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the intrinsic connection between equality and justice preclude social status or irrelevant
attributes from affecting the determination of rights. In the algorithmic environment, the
same logic translates into the need for data screening and the control of proxy variables
s0 as to prevent sensitive characteristics, whether directly or indirectly, from influencing
decision-making outcomes. Through requirements concerning human oversight and the
auditability of systems, the EU Al Act seeks to give practical effect to this objective.
With respect to freedom of expression and access to information, the fundamental
challenge arises from the possibility of cognitive manipulation and the large-scale
generation of misleading information. From the perspective of Imamiyya jurisprudence,
freedom of expression is inseparably connected with human rationality and the ability to
discern and prefer better forms of speech. The reliable circulation of information and the
opportunity for criticism and scrutiny therefore form part of the effective realization of
this freedom. By requiring transparency in the generation and dissemination of content
and prohibiting deceptive practices, the EU Al Act seeks to protect users’ cognitive
autonomy. Within this framework, freedom of expression is safeguarded not by
restricting technological tools as such, but by strengthening the capacity for discernment,
verification, and the attribution of responsibility. The protection of human rights in the
age of artificial intelligence must therefore move beyond the mere declaration of values
and be translated into institutional obligations capable of supervision and enforcement.
The article concludes that the legitimacy of artificial intelligence governance is to be
measured not only by technical efficiency or economic profitability, but also by its
capacity to safeguard human dignity, constrain algorithmic power, and guarantee
technological accountability. Ultimately, the synergy between these two frameworks
translates the ideals of dignity and justice into enforceable rules and demonstrates that
legitimate artificial intelligence governance is defined not merely by technical efficiency
or economic utility, but by its capacity to protect human values, constrain algorithmic

power, and ensure technological accountability.
Keywords: Human Rights, European Union Artificial Intelligence Act, Imamiyya

jurisprudence, Human Dignity, Privacy, Algorithmic Discrimination, Artificial
Intelligence Governance.
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